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Complex Sentences
Relative/Adjective Clauses

Defining vs. Non-Defining Clause: 

My uncle who lives in Sydney visited me last week. (defining)

· A defining clause defines or identifies a person /people/thing/ place. 

My uncle, who lives in Sydney, visited me last week. (non-defining)

· A non-defining clause provides extra information 

Relative Pronouns 

	Who 
	Whom
	Which

	That
	Whose
	


Notes: 

1) We do not use THAT in non-defining clauses.

2) We cannot omit relative pronouns when they are used in non-defining clauses.

3) We use commas in non-defining clauses .

4) We can use WHO, WHICH, OR THAT as the subject of a verb in a defining clause.
5) We can omit WHO, WHICH OR THAT in defining clauses when they are objects or objects of prepositions.

6) We use WHOM instead of WHO as the object of a relative clause.

Relative Adverbs

	When 
	Where
	Why 


Relative Pronoun Practice
Circle the correct relative pronoun in parentheses. 

 1. Tara,  Tara is the television show (that/whom) won all those awards.

 2.  Ingrid James is the actress (who/whom) stars on the show.

 3. Paul Wright is the character (whom/whose) I said was my favorite.

 4.  Jade Cleese is the actress (whom/whose) autograph I got today.

 5. Do you still have the magazine (who/which) you read about the actors?

 6. Mark is the person with (who/whom) I discussed the television show.

 7. The actress wore diamonds, (that/which) had been auctioned by the royal family.

 8.  I don’t know (who/whom) I like better.

 9. All of the jewelry (who/which) she wore sparkled.

 10. The actress (whose/who) movie was popular was given an award.

Relative Adverb Practice 

Read the sentences below. Fill in the blanks with the correct relative adverb.     

 1.  I do not know the place __________ she works. 

 2. Reese didn’t know the reason __________ her sister was mad. 

 3. Do you remember the time __________ we found the hidden waterfall?

 4. This is the hospital __________ Jack was born. 

 5. Do you know the reason __________ so many people visit this place?

 6. This is the town __________ Josh grew up. 

 7. The day __________ I arrived was very nice. 

 8. That farm is __________ Aunt Denise bought the fresh corn. 

 9. The scary movie was the reason __________ I couldn’t sleep. 

 10. This is the store __________ I bought my jacket. 

 11. The reason __________ I didn’t finish my homework is because I was sick.

Defining vs. Non-Defining Clause Practice 
A. Underline the relative clauses in each sentence of parts 1-4. 

    Put brackets ( ) around who or which or that if they are NOT necessary 

    Put commas ( , ) if the sentence needs them. 

1 a) The company (which) I work for is very large. 

b) Its factories which are all very modern produce mobile phones. 

c) The new phones which are very fashionable are popular in Japan. 

2 a) I go to school with the girl that the director chose for the new film. 

b) The part which she will play is very difficult. 

c) She is the teenage girl whom the Mafia want to kill.

d) The girl who is our neighbor´s granddaughter is an excellent actress. 

3a) I have lost the silver watch which my grandfather gave to me. 

b) The watch which I always carried with me was never wrong. 

c) I will give $100 to the person who finds it. 

4a) I missed the train that I wanted to catch because it left early. 

b) I will be late for the party which Lisa invited me to. 

c) Lisa whom I met at the disco last night will be angry. 

B.  Correct the errors. Put a tick (√) if the sentence is correct. 

1) This camera, that is twenty years old, hasn`t got a flash. 

2) I went to the cinema with another girl, which my girlfriend didn`t like. |
3) There is a festival in August. The festival which is free begins on the 1st. 

4) That is the waiter, who served us last night. 

5) This lake, that freezes in the winter, is very deep.

6) I think that children, who tell lies, are bad.

