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Academic Phrasal Verbs

	
Phrasal Verb 
	
Definition 


	Bring about 
	Cause 

	Carry on 
	Continue 

	Carry out 
	Complete 

	Clear up
	Clarify

	Come about 
	Happen

	Come across
	Find 

	Come by 
	Find accidentally

	Come out with 
	Publish; Produce 

	Come up with 
	Create

	Cut down on 
	Reduce 

	Fall through 
	Fail 

	Figure out 
	Understand 

	Find out 
	Discover 

	Give off 
	Emit 

	Go after 
	Follow 

	Go back 
	Return 

	Go down
	Decrease

	Go on 
	Continue; Happen

	 Go over 
	Review

	Go through
	 Experience

	Go up
	Increase

	Keep on
	Continue 

	Keep up
	Remain current 

	Leave out 
	Exclude 

	Look for 
	Seek

	Look into
	Investigate

	Look like
	Resemble

	Look over
	Examine

	Look up
	Locate information

	Look up to
	Respect 

	Make out 
	Understand with difficulty 

	Make up 
	Invent; Compose 

	Pick out 
	Select

	Point out 
	Show; Indicate 

	Put off 
	Postpone

	Put up with 
	Tolerate

	Rule out 
	Eliminate

	Run across 
	Find accidentally

	Run into
	Meet by accident 

	Set up 
	Arrange 

	Show up
	Appear unexpectedly 

	Spell out 
	State in detail

	Stand for 
	Represent 

	Stick out 
	Protrude 

	Take into account 
	Consider 

	Take over 
	Assume control 

	Take place 
	Occur 

	Think through 
	Reason 

	Throw away 
	Discard 

	Touch on 
	Mention briefly 

	Try out 
	Test 

	Turn into
	 Transform

	Turn out 
	Conclude 

	Turn up
	Discover 

	Wind up 
	Finish

	Work out 
	Active 

	Write up
	Report 
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